SURGERY IN WORLD WAR II. NEUROSURGERY VOLUME II. R. G. Spurling and B. Woodhall, Eds. Washington, D. C., Department of the Army, (Office of the Surgeon General), 1959, 705 pp., 283 illus. $7.00. This contribution to the official history of the Medical Department of the U. S. Army in World War II is a fine addition to the clinical series of publications. Commendably edited by R. Glen Spurling and Barnes Woodhall, it is a volume containing a remarkably complete consideration of spinal cord and peripheral nerve injuries. The peace-time incidence of these conditions is sufficiently great to confirm their importance, but only such a comprehensive study as this can do full justice to the many varied aspects which merit attention. Each chapter is written by a recognized authority and is based upon extensive personal experience.
The first part of the book, devoted to spinal cord injuries, contains chapters upon the zone of interior and field problems, compound spinal cord injuries, urological aspects, general management of paraplegic patients, and ruptured intervertebral disks. Herein is recounted the splendid, cooperative achievement of 'all hands' in the management of paraplegia.
The second part covers the field and interior zone activities in relation to peripheral nerve injuries; methods of examination, anatomic aspects, surgical technique, and variously complicated injuries. There are excellent chapters on causalgia, nerve grafts, neuropathology, physical therapy, and
